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lifetime, a most important step towards its realisation was taken in 1734,
when the commercial treaty between Great Britain and Russia was concluded
In clause VIII of this treaty provision was made for British merchants to send
their goods in transit through Russia to Persia or vice versa on payment of a
duty of 3 per cent, ad valorem.1
It was not until that "enterprising but indiscreet Englishman/'2 Captain
John Elton, paid his first visit to Persia in 1739, that advantage was taken
of the above privilege. Elton, whilst employed by the Russian Government
on the Orenburg expedition, had made several vain attempts to travel from
the Yayiq (Ural) river to the Sea of Aral and thence on to Khiva and Bukhara.
The primary object of his journey to Persia in 1739, with the young Scotsman
Mungo Graeme, was to open up trade with " the Bucharies " (as he termed
Bukhara and Khiva) via Astarabad. Reference has been made in Chapter
XVIII to the trading privileges which Rida Quli Mirza accorded to Elton and
Graeme in August, 1739, and (in Chapter XIX) to the journey of Thompson
and Hogg to Khiva and Bukhara in 1740-41. Leaving Graeme behind in
Persia. Elton returned to St. Petersburg, where he arrived at the end of
January, 1740. He gave glowing accounts to the British merchants at St.
Petersburg of the prospects of the trade with Persia, and in July, 1740, he
wrote a long memorandum in which he set forth the privileges which, he
considered, should be secured from the Russian Government in order that the
transit trade might be carried on. He wrote another memorandum for the
information of Edward Finch, the British Minister at St. Petersburg, in
which he gave particulars of his scheme and drew attention to the advantages
which the British traders would enjoy.3 He pointed out the importance of
Mashhad, which Nadir had made his capital, but stated that its trade was of
less importance than that with " the Bucharies/' Kabul, Qandahar, India
and even Tibet, which could be carried on through Mashhad. It was, he
said, essential for the success of the project that the British merchants
should have their own vessels on the Volga and Caspian. The costs in-
volved in sending British woollen goods by the Russian route would, he
continued, be certainly far less than the freight on such goods when sent
via India or Turkey. In Persia itself the position was eminently favour-
able ; Ritjla Quli had thoroughly subdued the troublesome Turkoman and
Ozbeg tribesmen on the north-east frontier. As to trade rivals^ the East
India Company had had to withdraw from Isfahan some years before, and the
Dutch, although they remained there, were doing but little business. Lastly,
much profit could be made out of Gilan silk.
Finch forwarded copies of these memoranda to London, together with a
translation of Ri<jla Quli Mirza's decree4 in favour of the British merchants,
and on the 9th August, I740,5 he reported that the Russian Government " en-
tertains a good Opinion of the Undertaking and seems likely to encourage it/'
1 The text of this clause is given by Hanway, Vol. I, pp. 47 and 48.
 *	Malcolm, Vol. II, p. 102.
 *	For the text see The Gentleman's Magazine, Vol. XII (1742), pp. 21-25.   (This memorandum
is the " pompons memorial" which Hanway quotes in his Vol. I, pp. 35-43-)
*	A, translation of this decree is given in The Gentleman's Magazine, 1742, Vol. XII, pp. 25 and 26.
See also Hanway, Vol, I, pp. 30-33.
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